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The NMoon

| T ZOOVE AT US FAST: Down to the surface, to the great
Tranquility Sea, through a valley at rocketing speed. WHOOPS
AND SCREAMS of excitenent. A Done appears in the distance,
rapidly growmng to a city, with outposts. W are Z pping
over the surface just above the ground, the greatest carnival
ride.

ANGLE

HALF A DOZEN SPACE HARD- SUI TS | N LOOSE FORVATI ON - ZOOM NG
AT TWO KI LOVETERS A SECOND JUST METERS FROM THE SURFACE. .. THE
ULTI MATE EXTREME SPORT.

THEY ZOOM BY AN OBSERVATI ON DOVE TO THE SCREAMS OF THE CROWD.
I NT. SAGAN CI TY OBSERVATI ON DOVE ONE
| NT. ANGLE OBS DQOVE

Set up like a Vegas Sports Book. @G ant observati on w ndows,

| arge screen replays, odds and point spreads scroll. Tourists
gawk. Cocktail waitresses deliver drinks to ganblers tracking
the L2 Space Sail or Regatta, The Superbow and the Pole to
Pol e Road Rally. Com Channels BLARE SCREAMS, HOOTS fromthe
skimers and Play by Play from other sports.

Ski nmer s shoot past the observation done. Tourists gawk and
take pictures. A pretty young woman with eyes a shade of

bl ue too nuke-neon to be natural separates fromthe group
and wal ks up to a Space Guard. Sergeant Kiri Chandar is

tall, lunar | ean and spacetanned in his m dnight blue uniform
ALLI SON
Excuse ne. O ficer..
CHANDAR
Sergeant. Sergeant Chandar. Can |
hel p you?
ALLI SON
|"mnew here...I"ma tourist. From
Eart h.
CHANDAR
(1 ooks her over)
Yes, | know.
ALLI SON
Yeah, don't quite have ny lunar |egs
yet. It's all so exciting, but
well, | paid all this noney for a

seat and | can hardly see them Do
they have to fly so fast?



CHANDAR
Only if they don't want to crash
into the surface. Its orbital
mechani cs. Technically they're not
flying, they're orbiting the noon.

ANGLE - Allison - Subtly flirting.

HE PO NTS

ALLI SON
Can't they orbit slower?

CHANDAR
Not at perilune. The closer you get
the faster you have to go to remain
inorbit. At three neters they have
to nove at nore than a kil onmeter per
second. That's what makes it fun

ALLI SON
Fun? Wsat if they...hit?

CHANDAR
Their suit conputers and lunar traffic
control track their position, but
it's really not necessary.

TO A SCREEN DEMONSTRATI NG ORBI TAL MECHANI CS

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
There's no weather, no air friction.
The passes are as predictable as a
train on a track. It's so safe we
even |let tourists do it.

ALLI SON
How conme | keep seeing stories about
skimrers plowing into the surface.

CHANDAR
Those are pros, trying to set the
record for the | owest skimor doing
sone equally stupid stunt.

ALLI SON
You ever done it?

CHANDAR
Me? No.

ALLI SON
(flirting)
If it's so safe... Wiy not?

CHANDAR
It costs 300 Lunars.



ALLI SON
$L300! Forget it. If | wanna throw
money away, |'Il do it in the casino.

Anot her skimer zoons by close to the done.

ALLI SON ( CONT' D)
You can get whiplash watching this
sport. Maybe that's why it's so
enpty in here.

She cl oses her eyes rubs the back of her neck.

CHANDAR
Just amateurs today. Not a draw for
the serious fan. On a conpetition
day, these seats go for over a
hundr ed.

Roll s her head. Her eyes change to brown and purple.

ALLI SON
No, really?

She takes hold of Chandar's arm pulls himcloser, against
her. Her voice drops to a whisper.

ALLI SON ( CONT' D)
Isn't that Dov Chai ng?

Chandar follows the direction of a nod to a handsonme young
LunAsian man sitting in one of the reserved command chairs.

CHANDAR

Dov Chaing?... Yeah. GQGuess it is.
ALLI SON

First human born off earth? A

celebrity!

Chaing's attention is on the skimstrip, on the donme entrance
and the ranp | eading down to the |unar surface.

ALLI SON ( CONT' D)
Think he'd mnd if | asked for his
aut ogr aph?

CHANDAR
| think he'd love it.. He's been
courting attention. Runor is he's
going to run for Sagan City Council.

ALLI SON
Thanks.

CHANDAR
Sur e.
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She wal ks off as anot her skimrer appears in the |unar night
sky just above the eastern horizon. For a few seconds it

| ooks like a large star in the sky and then in a heartbeat
the star grows to the spacesuit that zoons over the skim
strip and shrinks back down to a star in the western sky.
Touri sts canmeras pan the skimers as they go by.

Chandar | ooks over at the tourist and Chaing smling and
chatting away |like old friends. Ever the gentleman, Dov
gets up and gives her his chair.

Anot her skimrer ZOOMS by. At that instant a LOUD CRACK
foll owed i nmediately by A SMACK, RATTLE OF DEBRI'S, THEN A
H SS OF ESCAPI NG Al R.  SI RENS BLARE!

The Fem nine Voice in Chandar's receiver!

P. A
ALARM  ALARM Breach in Skim
Ohservati on Dome One!

Chandar | ooks around, spots a crack in the transparent done.

CHANDAR
Meteoroid stri ke, Done One.

ANGLE - DQOVE SECTI ON

The Moond ass self-seals. The H SS of escapi ng gas
di m ni shes.

P. A
The breach has been seal ed.

Chandar reads his suit paraneters and reports in..
CHANDAR

Sergeant Chandar in Done One. AtnoD
pressure holding. Single hit. Done

Sel f Seal ed.
P. A

Qui ck Response team on the way.
CHAI NG

Hel p!

The cry conmes from Dov Chaing. He stands next to the earth
tourist. She's slunped forward in her chair. Blood cascades
fromher forehead in lunar slow notion

CHANDAR
CCDE 17. Human down. EMS Code 17!

Chandar checks for pulse. She has none. He checks the eyes
but her pupils are fixed and dil at ed.



CHANDAR ( CONT' D)

She' s dead.
CHAI NG
Dead?
Chaing pitches forward, starts to fall. Chandar grabs his

shoul der and gui des himdown to the fl oor.

CHANDAR
Li e there. Don't nove.

Chandar waves the EMS techs over, KEYS H'S SU T COWAND PA
CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Attention. Please evacuate the done.
The breach is sealed but we can't be
certain howlong it wll hold.
TOURI STS Gawk at the scene but nove toward the doorl ock

An energency response teamin pressure suits with energency
gear arrive. A ned-tech exam nes the wonan.

EMS
What happened, Kiri?
CHANDAR
Mcro meteor, looks like... A single.
Ri ght through the done...
EMS
(sights up the angle)
Jeez. One in a zillion shot. She's
dead.
CHANDAR
Yeah, | know. Leave her. See to
hi m
EMS
He get hit?
CHANDAR
No.
EMS

Hey, Isn't he Dov Chai ng?

An EMS goes to him He | ooks weak. The tech helps himinto
a chair.

CHANDAR
Don't nove her. Preserve the scene.
| need to collect the evidence. W
need to find out what killed her.



EMS
There was no warni ng?

CHANDAR
No. Sonething too small for Lunar
Traffic to track. If it's a rock,

its an accident, an act of God.

EMS
If it was space debris sone | awer's
gonna sue sonebody sonmewhere for
crimnal negligence. 1t's high-speed,
t hrough and through. ..

ANGLE - THE WOVAN

Chandar | ooks at the entrance and the wounds and foll ows an
i magi nary line across the donme. He |ooks behind the woman.

CU - THE WALL

Looks like a small metal rod sticking in the basalt wall.
ANGLE - CHANDAR

Cl ose-up inspection.

CHANDAR
God's of f the hook. It's not a rock.
It's a carrier drone.

He scans a cigar-sized conputer-controll ed rocket inbedded
in the wall.

EMS
Not your typical space debris.

CHANDAR
Sel f-guided mniature rocket. Payl oad
data's too sensitive to risk
interception by electronic
eavesdr oppers.

EMS
That | egal ?

CHANDAR
Not exactly.

EMS

Jeez, that's a first.

CHANDAR
Yeah. A guided m ssile.

ENVS
| thought they were fail safe.



CHANDAR
Yeah.

He wal ks over to Chaing.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
How are you feeling?

CHAI NG
l...1 don't know. | was just talking
to her...and ...and..

CHANDAR
Yeah, | know.

FADE QOUT:
| NT. SPACE GUARD OFFI CE - LATER

Captain Quaal is a tall man wth a dour expression. He sits
at a desk listening to Chandar's report. The roomhas a
hol o of Yosemte in springtinme on the walls.

QUAAL
VWhat did | tell you. You're not
supposed to kill tourists no matter
how annoyi ng they are.

CHANDAR
(calls up her Visa
i mage)
She was young.

QUAAL
Yes, very pretty.

CHANDAR
| was talking to her just before.

QUAAL
Counci |l s' gonna be on ny butt.
Il egal debris, killing a tourist...
Jeez

A tone rings. A face appears over Yosemte. His title says
Haki m Must afa, Medi cal Exam ner, Crine Scene Tech.

| NSERT HOLO - H GH TECH CRI ME LAB

HAKI M
Hey, Kiri, you win the five. The
drone's clean. Totally w ped. Like
it went through a ganma cl oud or
somet hi ng.

QUAAL
No data, no | D code?



HAKI M
Not even a paw print. Sonething
else, its a stealth. Nearly
i npossible to track, totally illegal

QUAAL
(turns to Chandar)
You were saying? You were talking
to her.

CHANDAR
Not hi ng. Nothing of note. Your
| oony tourist. Here, check the data.

He hits a button on his utility belt. H's conversation with
the woman, fromhis POV is projected on the screen

HAKI M
And cause of death, just for the
record, is a hole in the head you
coul d whistle through.

QUAAL
Yeah, thanks Haki m

HAKI M
Kiri, That fiver will be hol ding
down a scotch at the Copa. By twenty-
six hundred, it'll be gone.

CHANDAR
If | can neke it...

HAKI M
Lat er.

He fades as he turns back to his equi pnent.

QUAAL
|'ve seen accidental death, people
get hit by pieces off space stations,
wayward tools, even flecks of paint
can do a |l ot of damage... Jesus,
tourismjust starting to go back up
Go ahead, nake ny day. Tell nme it
was a Cosm c Acci dent.

CHANDAR
God doesn't play dice with the
uni ver se

QUAAL

Sure he does, where you been? That's
all he does. You' re gonna upset ne,
aren't you.



CHANDAR
Run the data. Conpute the odds.
QUAAL
And waste val uabl e police cycl es?
Spill it out.
CHANDAR
Hom ci de.
QUAAL
Aw, shit. | knewit.
CHANDAR
| know...sounds crazy.
QUAAL
Not that crazy. There's always a
first. | was wondering how long it
woul d be.
CHANDAR
You bring that attitude from Earth.
QUAAL
Yeah, Like a chronic infection. o
On.
CHANDAR

There was no warning. The radar net
didn't pick it up. Any surface done's
got m cro coverage, especially where

tourists are involved. It inpacted
t he donme, broke through, wasn't
deflected in any way. It was regular,

manuf actured, ballistic, probably in
aspinlike arifle bullet, to
guarantee a true line of flight.

Space debris, would be irregul ar,
center of gravity off center, ...would
be deflected. It was graf-alum

Very hard, very dense. A mcro-
meteorite would fracture, spew |ike
shrapnel, this stayed in one piece,
flew true.

Quaal considers this for a beat, puts down his coffee, types
on virtual keys. A picture of the dead woman along with the
standard tourist bio appears on the view wall.

QUAAL
: Al li son Gorbachevski. Recognize
t he name?

CHANDAR

No.
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He types sonme nore. Data streans

QUAAL
Look. She's a cousin of Arnold
Hanmmer .

CHANDAR

The U. N. Rep? That Hammer?

QUAAL
Yeah, the one who'd outl aw Lunar
births to preventing unrest.
(types again)
Ch, it gets better and better.

CHANDAR
He's a real pol... He'll use it for
sonet hing. Say, how nuch vacati on
time do I have lined up?

QUAAL

No chance. You were first on the
scene. You're catching this one.

And you're going to keep nme in the
background as nmuch as possible. |I'm
an old man and | need ny retirenent.
An illegal drone, a death... AND a
politician!...the hat trick! Shit.

He keys again. The holo wall opens, an attractive assistant
wal ks in pulling in the political files with her.

QUAAL ( CONT' D)
Dilly, you got the pol files.

DI LLY
Yes, boss.

QUAAL
Brief himas you wal k I nspector
Chandar out.

CHANDAR
| nspect or ?

QUAAL
Acting Inspector. Politicians...You
need nore rank. Don't worry, |'1lI
bust you back down next week.

| NT. POLI CE HQ HALLWAYS - TRAVELI NG
The hol os acconpany them as the political assistant briefs.
CHANDAR

So, Arnold Hammer...Wat's his angle,
anyway ?
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DI LLY

A perfectly |l oony one. He thinks
that so long as the bulk of the noon's

popul ati on
will think
hore.

is earth-born, Lunans
of earth as their rea

CHANDAR

You think he really believes that

crap, or's

He's a pol.

just looking for an angl e.

DI LLY
Let's say he's | ooking

for reality and his canpaign platform

to fly in |

oose formati on.

CHANDAR
So..once a majority of Lunans are
| unar born they'll be seen fromearth
as foreigners?...
DI LLY
Yeah, Earth'll try to inpose taxes
and tariffs. They'll be a real danger
of revol ution.
CHANDAR
W'l | have a NewBoston Teaparty?
DI LLY
Yeah, well that's his theory, anyway.
CHANDAR
It's true Lunacy.
QUAAL
An i ndependent Moon, scares a | ot of
peopl e.
CHANDAR
Scares me if its gonna be run by

peopl e |i ke him
(A beat)
So, any danger of anyone taking this

seriously?

They reach the Mtor

pool. The hol o breaks, a holo of Quaal

cuts in, interrupting..

QUAAL

A |l ot of Lunans ponsider Hanmmer an
eneny. Hi's cousin would nmake a

target.

CHANDAR

You' re ki ddi ng.
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QUAAL
Pl ease! Prove ne wong. Negligent
Acci dent is bad enough! Use your
sidekick. Stay in Con. | want to
track this hourly.

CHANDAR

| did have regatta tickets..
QUAAL

Great. | have nephews.

He cuts out. Chandar, rolls his eyes at Dilly who sm|es,
hands hima conputer chip of data and wal ks away.

I NT. POLI CE HQ - TRAVELI NG
Through the bull pen and down corridors.

CHANDAR
Mol | oy, Cone on.

Hi s virtual sidekick appears: A beautiful woman hol o. She
smles at him He talks to her, which is half-talking to
hi msel f .

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
What do you have?

MOLLOY
Point 677 centineters of K79 Ballistic
moon glass. It drove 5.67 centineters
into Mooncore, a graphite titanium

wal | .
I NT. POLI CE MOTOR POOL -- CONTI NUOUS
Mol I oy briefs himas he checks out a cruiser and straps in.
Wth the flip of a switch on his armcontrol, Kiri changes
fromuniformto civilian sport dress. He reaches into the
trunk of the cruiser, pulls out dark sport w ngs.
| NT. MOTOR POOL - CRU SER -- CONTI NUOUS
It lifts off, swing around and swoops out of the hangar.
| NT. CRUI SER COCKPI T - AERI AL
| NT. SAGAN CI TY DOVE - GOVERNMENT QUARTER

The ship skins a park then swoops up and hooks on to a
navi gati on beam enters the traffic pattern and accel erates.

I NT. CRU SER COCKPI' T - AERI AL -- CONTI NUQUS

She's calling up screensites and hacking the intel.
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MOLLOY
... That says it was traveling...
approxi mately one point two kiloneters
a second. The point of inpact and
the breach in the donme gives a line
to extrapol ate back.

She keys a 3D hol o, the Cbs Done appears, dissolves to wire
frame. W see the projectile in reverse, |eave the wall,
fly through the victinms head, through the dome and into
orbit.

I NT - DOVE - VIKING NATI ONAL PARK - SPORTS AREA

The crui ser drops off the beam swoops down to the parking
grid. Chandar gets out, wal ks toward the done flying paddock

CHANDAR
Zip it to lunar traffic control al ong
with time of death. Request a |ist
of spaceshi ps, space stations,
anything else that mssile could
have cone from

She nods and FADES. ..

| NT. DOMVE SPORT FLYI NG AREA - UPDRAFT

Kiri straps on the wings, flexes themonce or tw ce, spreads
them and steps into the updraft. Wth a flap to rigid, he's
carried al oft.

ANGLE - KIR

He rises, circling, the donme spread out below. He | ooks up.
| NT. AERIAL - KIRI'S POV -- CONTI NUOUS

The rafters are massive titaniunfcarbon arches supporting

t he noongl ass donme and its structural nenbers. He circles
up at the apex, joining other fliers.

| NT. DOMVE THE RAFTERS

A FAVELLA - A HANG NG CITY - of lost kids and others.
Cat wal ks, webs, and denizens flitting by on dark w ngs.

Chandar rolls out of the updraft and swoops down through the
maze. He swoops to a street kids hangout, spots a delinquent.

| NT. DOVE - CYBER HANGOUT
Kliimis a teenytech, a wired kid, freaky and nul ti channel .

He spots Chandar, and noves off his 4D nultichannel, massive
gane as others spot Chandar and slip away...
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KLI'TM
Hello, O ficer. What brings you to
t hese haunts? And out of uniform

at that.
CHANDAR
You wanna talk to nme?
KLI'I M
"1l even turn the nusic down.
CHANDAR
That thing we had, you know what |
mean.
KLI'I M
The thing connected to the other
t hi ng?
CHANDAR
Yeah, | could forget about it.
KLI'I M
We could turn back time, like it

never happened?

CHANDAR
VWhat happened?

KLI I M
Wha' d ya need?

Chandar just smles at him Kliim takes a beat, gathers
his wi ngs, and | aunches off the girder. Chandar foll ows.
They swoop through a redwood forest of exotic conmet trees, a
| abyrinth of air alleys. Like Pirates of the Caribbean in
Space. A sharp spiraling dive and they cone to a | andi ng.

| NT. ANGLE - FROM THE APARTMENT VESTI BULE
They sideslip, stall their wings and drop lightly on the

platform fold and unstrap their wings. They walk into a
pl easant hol o garden.

CHANDAR

Very nice. \Were' d you get this?
KLI'I M

Anonynmous Email. | guess they're

pronoti ng sonething. Were's your
pretty friend?

Wth a nod, Chandar calls up Molloy. She flirts softly with
KIiim
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KLI' I M ( CONT' D)
You al ways had taste. How about
throwing in a cl one?

He nods in Mdlloy's direction.

CHANDAR
Love to. She knows too nuch.

KLI I M
| could take a cut down version.

MOLLOY
[t wouldn't be the sane.

CHANDAR
Yeah, half the fun is what she knows.
Especially the classified stuff.

Kliimturns to Molloy, |eans in.

KLI'T M
So, what do you know?

In answer she calls up a holo of the killer drone, rotates
and zoons it. He grabs it. Quickly he's zoom ng all through
it, all the mcrocircuitry, down to the nano |evel

KLI' I M ( CONT' D)
This is good. This is good. This
is a customjob. Not from around
here. Sonething you mght find with
t he wei rdos out on Phobos and Dei nos.

He gets up...hooked by the nystery, starts walking into the
next room dragging the holo with him

KLI' I M ( CONT' D)
Want a drink? Sone fine |oonyjuice
in the fridge.

Kliimpulls out...data, manipul ates the data and the drone.
He slips into the technol ogy, Chandar | ooks around, the
teenage kid's room filled with holo vid stars, fast nooncars.

KLI' I M ( CONT' D)
| ran sone voodoo, sone Cabal a. .
nothing. This thing is worth a
fortune. It's not sone rotating
pi ece of space junk. Howdid it
wind up with the authorities?

CHARDAR
It went through sonebody's head.



KLI'T M
VWhoa. Not by accident, then. These
things are failsafe on that. Sonebody
hacked it. And that sonebody is
good.

CHANDAR
What el se can you tell ne?

KLI'TM
Who knows? Leave ne the data. |1'll
go a little deeper. [I'll call you
if | get anything.

CHANDAR
You do that.

KLITM
So that thing we had, that problen?

CHANDAR
VWhat probl en?

KLITM
Thanks, man. You're okay for a civil
servant.

EXT. SAGAN CI TY - THE DOWN DRAFT - THE CRUI SER

Kiri lands, folds his wings and stows themin the trunk.
gets in and powers up. Molloy appears in the right seat.

MOLLOY
A carrier drone doesn't have enough
fuel to reach one point two
kiloneters... Mst of its fuel's
needed for course corrections.

CHANDAR
So sonething else had to get it up
to fatal speed.
(a beat)
In other words, we're |l ooking for a
gun.

She prograns a query.

MOLLOY
Traffic control has three candi dates;
Goddard Station, Lunar Surface
(bservation Satellite No. 32, and
t he skimers... those who were
orbiting when Gorvachevski was kill ed.

EXT. PCLICE HQ - THE CRU SER -- CONTI NUCUS

It angles out and up, over the city.



I NT. CRU SER COCKPI T - AERI AL

CHANDAR
| think we can rul e Goddard Station
out .

MOLLOY
VWhy? They' ve got the accelerators
you need to | aunch the bullet and
the targeting mechanics to put it on
target.

CHANDAR
Goddard station is in low earth orbit,
t hree hundred thousand kil onmeters
away. Even if they fired it from
one of their bigger accelerator's
it'd take hours to get here.

MOLLOY
A drone has an internal guidance
system It could be programmed to
hit a fixed point inside the done.

CHANDAR
It couldn't home in on a randomy
nmoving target. If it came from

Goddard Station the killer would
have to know exactly where the target
woul d be... hours in advance.

MOLLOY
Gorvachevski was sitting down when
shot. A chair's a nice stationary
target.

CHANDAR
Wasn't her chair. Dov Chai ng was
sitting init. He gave it up to
her. Maybe Chai ng was the actual
target. She just got in the way.

MOLLOY
Al the way to the noon to get a
hol e in the head.

CHANDAR
They al ways said you had to have one
to cone here. Now. Wo'd want to
kill Dov Chaing?

MOLLOY
He was gonna run for Costello's seat
on the Gty Council.

( MORE)

17.
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MOLLOY ( CONT' D)
Costell o's been slipping in the polls
ever since he spoke out in support
of the tariffs. Chaing is certain
to beat him That's a | eap.

CHANDAR
It's al so possible the drone was
| aunched from sonewhere closer. And
CGorvachevski really was the target.

He projects the wireframe of the crine scene. He noves it
around, rotating to see various angles.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
What was Dov Chaing doing in the
Qobservation Done that nonment? Most
peopl e don't shell out $L100 for a
seat unless a conpetition is going

on.
MOLLOY
Thi nk Dov Chaing had sonething to do
with it?
CHANDAR

He's lunar born. Hamer's trying to
outlaw lunar birth. But he didn't
know t he worman. He didn't know she
woul d come up to him

MOLLOY
Coul d have been conning her, had her
approach you like that to set up an

alibi.

CHANDAR
| like how you think. | don't agree
withit, but I like it.

Mol | oy scow s, types a new command. Pictures and bio of the
ski nmrers, appear. They mx and match. She calls up a bio
of the vic, another of Chaing...paraneters stream..then
slow...a relationship... Chaing and a skimrer. Elan Yoshi's
a young man with short red hair and green eyes.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
El an Yoshi... Also lunar born. He
and Chaing are the sane age. M ght
have grown-up together.

MOLLOY
So, they conspired to kil
Gorvachevski ? That's pretty thin.

CHANDAR
| know. Keep spinning it.
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She starts up the data churn again.
| NT. POLI CE HQ - CHANDAR S DESK/ CuBI CLE - BULLPEN

They wal k into a holo zone where the death scene is reproduced
fromsurveillance caneras in nmultinode, with wirefrane of
the ballistics.

CHANDAR
Yoshi fires off a rocket after his
burn puts himin skimorbit. Obital
mechani cs takes the rocket up to
full velocity, the on-board engine
coul d course correct it.

MOLLOY
Chai ng maneuvers Gorvachevski into a
position inside the done.
Gorvachevski di es.

They fit thenselves into the noving wirefranes of the victim
and suspect, and wal k through the crine.

CHANDAR
An acconpl i ce maneuvers her into
position at just the right nonent?
Ahhh... Too much to chance. Too
many things to go wong. No,
Gorvachevski sought Chaing out. He
didn't approach her. D dn't |ook
like a set-up to ne.

MOLLOY
Motive. Hammer. Help sell his
argunent if one of his relatives
gets killed by a conspiracy of first
generation lunar citizens.

CHANDAR
Politicians would kill for power?

MOLLOY
| know. Shocki ng!

They wal k into another section of the police lab...This filled
with screens of political intelligence.

CHANDAR
So, you did get that cynicism upgrade?
MOLLOY
No, just distilled sonme intercepts
from you.
(a beat)

On the other hand if a pro-earth
lunar politician killed the first
( MORE)
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MOLLOY ( CONT' D)
child born on the noon it woul d
inflame anti-earth sentinment.

He keys up hol os of Hamrer, of denonstrations, of Dov Chaing
and Costello...

CHANDAR
Maybe we're on the wong track with
the setup idea. |If the sniper was

cl ose enough he could just sight and
fire at Gorvachevski

MOLLOY
The ski mmer coul dn't have done the
shot. He'd need a gun, and we'd
know it. The suit optics' aren't
t hat good and the noon woul d have
been in the way for the bulk of his
orbit.

CHANDAR
How about that observation satellites.

MOLLOY
They have the targeting system
It's nice and cl ose.

CHANDAR
But someone woul d have to attach a
gun to the satellite. Check the
mai nt enance | og. Wat crew did the
| ast mai nt enance?

MOLLOY

Okay. The records... a two-person
mai nt enance team serviced the
satellite four nonths ago.
Technicians... Thoraces Chen and
Wal | ace Tam |.

(She calls up a new

data screen.)
Tam|... is a foundi ng nenber of the
Lunar | ndependence Movenent. One of
the protesters arrested at the
observation done | ast week.

Chandar snil es.

CHANDAR
And a radical at that! Good

MOLLOY
"1l set up an exam of the satellite.
See if it's been tanpered wth.
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CHANDAR
Yeah. In the neantime, just for
fun, let's go brace Tam|.

MOLLOY
Whay not just teleconf a subpoena?

CHANDAR
| like to get up close and snell
‘em

I NT. SAGAN CI TY UNDER - GODDARD RILL - LATER

Tam|'s apartnment is on the third story of a bl ock of prefabs
lining either side of a lava tube. Overflow ng planters and
holo nurals on the walls offset the otherw se prison-Ilike
appearance of the living area.

Tam | stands in the doorway. He's nassive, over a hundred
kilos, nostly nuscle. A tattoo of the Lunar |ndependence
Movenent; the Moon and Earth connected by a broken chain
tattooed on his shoulder, is visible under a sleevel ess T-
shirt over dark shorts. They badge him

CHANDAR
Sergeant Chandar, |nspector Mol oy.
Lunar Poli ce.

TAM L
Very I npressed. Wat do you want?
CHANDAR
A woman tourist fromearth, A lison
Gor vachevski

(a beat. No response

from Tam )
Died in Skim Qbservati on Done One a
coupl e of hours ago.

Tam | rubs bl oodshot eyes

TAM L
The hell's it got to do with nme? |
do sat mai ntenance, not done
mai nt enance. Can't pin this one on
me. And ny safety record is perfect.

CHANDAR
We suspect she was nurder ed.

Tam | stops rubbing his eyes and stares at Chandar.

TAM L
Murder. That'd be a first.
(a beat, then accusing)
Wait a nano!
( MORE)



TAM L (CONT' D)
You thinking of trying to pinit on
t he Lunar | ndependence Moyvenent ?

CHANDAR
Why, shoul d we?

TAM L
You al ways answer a question with a
gquestion?

CHANDAR
Why do you ask?

TAM L
That's cute. They teach you that in
t he acadeny.

CHANDAR

Yeah, psychology 101. "Dealing with
Di ckheads". So, did ja do it? Help
me out here.

TAM L
No and No. That covers ne, and the
Movenent. We have no reason. Its

harassnment. O why would you even
t hi nk of me?

MOLLOY
She was shot. In the head.

TAM L
Its news to ne.

MOLLOY
One of the satellites you work on
was in a position to a fire the
bul | et .

TAML Steps forward forcing Chandar back onto the catwal k.

TAM L
And you're accusing ne of offing a
tourist? You got a couple of |oony
moons of your own!

CHANDAR
Did you?

TAM L
Hel | no!

MOLLOY

She was related to Arnold Hamrer.

22.



TAM L
The nut case?

CHANDAR
The UN rep.

TAM L
The one who wants to nake it illegal
for people to have kids on the noon?

MOLLOY
That's right He's hardly a friend of
the LIM In fact he's probably one
of the nore outspoken opponents.

TAM L
Hanmer's flying with one attitude
thruster plugged. Even if he did
pass a | aw banni ng |l unar births,
how s he going to enforce it? Ban
every woman who gets pregnant? Expose
themto radiation and accel eration
stress to get themoutta here? Can
you i magi ne the reaction? It'd BRING
the revol ution!

MOLLOY
A good thing, as far as your group
IS concerned.

TAM L
What ?!' LI M stands for League of
| di ot Morons?! |If we're gonna commt

terrorist acts, we wouldn't nake
our nmenbership list public record.

ANGRY VO CES Peopl e cone out to hear what's going on.

TAM L (CONT' D)
We're a non-violent group. W've
been working to prevent bl oodshed.
Lunar i ndependence is inevitable but
it doesn't mean war or terrorism
(sees a crowd gathering)
Look, every maintenance | do. On

every satellite. It's recorded.
For insurance, for the LCT. There's
proof right there. | didn't rig

that satellite to kill anybody.

CHANDAR
Recor di ngs can be faked.

TAM L
Any programer good enough to doctor
that data wouldn't need a gun to

( MORE)
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TAM L (CONT' D)
kill people. Just check its orbit.
Surface obs satellites are the size
of basketballs. They only weigh a
couple of kilos. Any gun attached
to one would act |ike a rocket and
change its orbit enough for |unar
traffic control to pick up the wobbl e.

MOLLOY
Not if the gun fired equal masses in
opposite directions. |If the

accel erations were equal the
satellite's orbit woul dn't change.

TAM L
Ch, jeez, | forgot. You got ne there.
(he gl owers)
Maybe you shoul d | ook at Hammer,
hi nsel f.

CHANDAR
Hanmer killed his own cousin? Wy?

TAM L
Publicity. H's novenent is big news
up here but nost of the people on
earth have never heard of him He
kills his cousin, blames us, press
gets wind of it, suddenly his nane
and face is known to everyone from
Earth to Lunar Orbit and beyond.

CHANDAR
Well, that's nice and i nsane.

TAM L
| said he's flying with one thruster
pl ugged. A pol who'd kill for power?
VWhat a concept! That's all 1 got
for you. You want nore, you cone
back with a warrant.

He steps back into his cube. The door slans shut hard.
They turn, wal k off past hard stares fromthe neighbors.

MOLLOY
Char m ng.
CHANDAR
That's why | love this job. I'm

basically a peopl e person.
EXT. / INT. LAVATUBE CI TY -- CONTI NUOQUS

MOLLOY
VWhat now, Boss?



25.
CHANDAR

We take himup on it. Were's that
sat now?

They get into the cruiser, power up.

MOLLOY
Ri ght above Inbrium on the approach.

CHANDAR
Ckay, lets have a | ook.

EXT. /I NT. LAVATUBE CI TY
The cruiser lifts off, zoons up the tube to a surface port.
EXT. MOON SURFACE - AERI AL -- CONTI NUOUS

The cruiser rockets up into low |unar orbit, approaches the
sat... a small sphere blinking in orbit.

CHANDAR
Set up a scan orbit.

MOLLOY
Roge t hat.

EXT. LOW LUNAR ORBI T.
The cruiser arcs around the sat, querying data.
| NT. CRUI SER COCKPI T
Mul ti-spectrum data appears in the HUD
CHANDAR

Looks clean to ne. Query the
trajectory.

MOLLOY
Not hing. No anomalies. Strike one.
CHANDAR
Tam | may have notive but not the
means to kill Gorvachevski. Elan

and Chai ng are back to nunber one.
Have the ski mmers cone down yet?

Mol | oy checks lunar traffic control
MOLLOY

Their ship's starting down now. |f
we hurry we can neet it at the pad.
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EXTERI OR/ | NTERI OR - SAGAN CI TY TERM NAL
The ol dest section of prefab MALEOC. A giant cylinder buried
under three nmeters of lunar soil. Boarding tubes stick out
fromthe cylinder's sides |like tentacles, connecting the
termnal to | andi ng pads.
The crui ser sweeps down into the western port.
I NT. - SAGAN CI TY TERM NAL

The skimers cone out the ranp in single file, still in hard
space suits, wth thruster vests, carrying hel nets.

Mol | oy and Chandar spot Elan Yoshi fromthe holo in his bio
file. They step forward, badge him

CHANDAR

El an Yoshi .
YOSHI

That's nme. 1|s there a problen?
CHANDAR

We need to ask you a few questions.

YOSHI
My license is totally up to date.
It was a conputer glitch

He takes hold of Yoshi's arm gently guides himtoward a
smal | neeting room

CHANDAR
Don't alibi until | accuse you of
sonething. It'll save us both tine.

| NT. MEETI NG ROOM

Mol l oy sits near the table. Chandar grabs the chair to
Yoshi's right. They indicate he should sit. He sits.

CHANDAR
Do you know Al lison Gorvachevski ?
YOSHI
No.
CHANDAR
She died while you were maki ng your
skim
YOSHI
No? Really? I|I'msorry. That's too
bad.

( MORE)



YOSHI ( CONT' D)
(a beat. Chandar's
not forthcom ng. a
pl ay on nerves)

She skimmng with us? | didn't see
her. Not in our group, | nean...
CHANDAR
She was in the done.
YOSHI
The observations done? | don't
under st and. . .
CHANDAR
We bel i eve she was nurder ed.
YOSHI
Murdered. Like in the nmovies?
CHANDAR
Yeah, just like that.
YOSHI
And, I'msorry. | nust be alittle

slow. The excitenment of the skim
Al ways takes nme a few mnutes to
come down fromthat. ..So.. what's
that got to do with nme?

CHANDAR
You're pretty good friends with Dov
Chai ng.

YOSHI
Dov Chaing? No. Fraid not. | barely
know hi m

MOLLOY

You grew up together

YOSHI
Not really. Dov had private tutors
since kindergarten. W were in
kidcare, in school... He was off
being interviewed by the press,
cutting ribbons for some construction
proj ect, endorsing sonme product, or
flying off to earth on a goodw ||
m ssion. He couldn't keep up with
the rest of us. | still don't know
what's this has got to do with ne.

CHANDAR
The nurdered wonan was wi th Dov
Chai ng.

27.



Yoshi | ooks and sounds genui nely confused.

YOSHI
And that's your connection? Pretty
tenuous, isn't it.

CHANDAR
Its a start.

YOSHI
Yeah, up the down glidepath. Dov's
ar ound. | live here. | even run

into hi mnow and t hen.

CHANDAR
Not cl ose fri ends.

YOSHI
No. Check the school record if you
don't believe ne.

CHANDAR

W will. Do you know a nman naned
Arnol d Hammrer ?

YOSHI
Who?

MOLLOY

You don't know who Arnold Hamer is?

YOSHI
No, no never heard of him

CHANDAR
You follow politics?

YOSHI
No. Sports. Sports has rules.

Chandar stands and wal ks away. He turns, watching Ml oy
guestioning Yoshi at the table. Hi s datacom BEEPS.

CHANDAR
Chandar. .. Yeah, Ckay, thanks, and do
a cross ref. Arnold Hammer, El an
Yoshi .
(A beat)
Ckay, thanks.

He wal ks back over to the table.
CHANDAR ( CONT' D)

Says here you're a datatech. On the
Far Side Mass Driver.



Chandar

YOSHI
That's right.

CHANDAR
You shooting the noon?

YOSHI
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Yeah, we're sending the mass up to
build the South Pole Station.

CHANDAR
Bi g shots, huh?
YOSHI
Several hundred tons a pop.
CHANDAR
Good Job?
YOSHI
Pays wel | .
CHANDAR

VWl |l enough to afford al
| unar sports. Regoboardi

ki nds of
ng. The

Pole Rally... Bi-weekly skinms...

YOSHI
Adrenal i ne junkie! That'

CHANDAR

S ne.

Just happened to be skinm ng the
Tranquility 12 pattern this norning.

YOSHI
Its ny favorite orbit. |
records. You could | ook

t's in the
it up.

CHANDAR

You notice anything up there?
YOSHI

Everyt hi ng.
CHANDAR

Anyt hi ng out of the ordinary?

YOSHI
Two KPS at three neters?
everyt hing was.

| ooks at him He shrugs.

wall to confer.

MOLLOY

|'d say

They nove to the w ndow

Let him go?. Keep a | eash on hin?
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CHANDAR nods, wal ks back over to the kid.

CHANDAR
You can go. But not too far. W
still mght have a few fol | ow

ups. .. Thanks for your cooperation.
The officers will see you out.

Yoshi tries not to bolt fromthe room They watch the door
spiral closed after him

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Ei t her innocent or a good liar.
Maybe both. You got the school
records?

MOLLOY
Yeah. Dov Chaing was taken out of
public school at the recommendation
of the staff. Hasn't seen Chaing in
years. Scan cones up clean. Strike
Two.

CHANDAR
VWere's that | eave us?

FULL SHOT -

She Prograns rapidly - collating data.

MOLLOY
Looks |i ke Council man Costello is
our next mllionairel

CHANDAR

Let's not give up on Chaing just

yet. Let's find out exactly what he
was doing in the dome just then. W
need to get a statenent anyway.

She pokes Chandar on the shoul der.

MOLLOY
You shoul d' ve gotten one at the scene.

CHANDAR
He was pretty shaken up.

He turns, wal ks off, through an access door.
MOLLOY
And you bought it? Hey, where you
goi ng?

She can hardly catch up...when she does..
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I NT. MOON SKI M ADVENTURES - HANGAR MAI NTENANCE

Suits are being cleaned, reprogrammed and hung. A tech | ooks
up fromreprogranmng a helnet. He answers Chandar's unheard
guesti on.

TECH
...Not possible. Every suit is
monitored on fifteen channels. They
have to be. Do you know what
I nsurance costs?

CHANDAR
A mni launcher...a few grans at
nost ?

TECH

No way anyone nmounts anything on
these. Constantly nonitored. Look.

| NDI CATES WALL DATA

MOLLOY
Coul d he CARRY a gun?

TECH

Only if it were weightless and
transparent, mass is programred
...down to the nanogram O herw se,
how coul d you figure your Delta V?

( SLAPS THE HELMET)
No, these babies are clean, inside
and out. That's how | run the
busi ness.

CHANDAR
Who sets the course?

TECH
We have different flight paths,
dependi ng on what the custoner wants.
Sone |i ke the nountains, sone |ike

the seas... W aimto pl ease.
CHANDAR
Thanks, Here's ny nmail. Contact ne

if you think of anything el se.

TECH
Anyt hi ng el se about what?

CHANDAR
Anyt hing that m ght affect your
license to operate. Anything you
m ght think of before we find it out
on our own.
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TECH
Oh, sure, sure. |'Il cut ny own
throat. Happy to help. 1 love the

pol i ce.
| NT. - PCLICE CRU SER - OVER SAGAN CI TY TERM NAL

Chandar checks the conputer's readout.

MOLLOY
You're |iking Yoshi..
CHANDAR
Not hi ng. .. Sonmet hi ng he said. ..
MOLLOY
Chaing's rel eased from Medi cal
He's back at his apartnent... in the
Bel Air Extension.
CHANDAR
Bel Air! Mist be nice being a

celebrity.

He prograns the cruiser GPS, the car swings onto a new heading
and accel erates.

EXT. CRU SER - AERI AL

They swi ng out through the | ock and up over the surface of
the noon.... Heading for the rimof the crater.

MOLLOY
Think Tam | m ght be right about
Hammer? He'd know where Gorvachevski
woul d be at a given nonent.

CHANDAR
Hanmer coul dn't know she'd be sitting
there just then. Not unl ess Dov
maneuvered her into place.

MOLLOY
Hanmer conspired with Chai ng?
CHANDAR
Doesn't make sense. They're natural
enem es.
MOLLOY

Moon politics makes strange
bedf el | ows.

CHANDAR
Run a game on it. The nurder gives
Hanmer publicity.

( MORE)
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CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
| f he gets the votes to pass the
| egislation, it gives native-born
Lunans a major rallying point against
earth. Mybe Dov Chaing sees hinself
| eader of a revol ution.

He | ooks out at the nobst exclusive part of the city.
P.OV. - AERI AL
UP ON THE RMWTH A VIEW OF THE ENTI RE SEA, AND THE ALPS TO
THE EARTH. Bel Air is an enclave of trophy honmes set |ike
di anonds in the rim boul ders.
MOLLOY

VWll, if this is the revolution, I'm

all for it.
EXT. CHAI NG S HOVE

They glide into a carport get out, enter the honme vestibul e

| NT. ENTRANCE
Adam sits in a stuffed chair in a |l arge hem spherical |iving
room Exotic space plants, a still wall, soft l|ighting,

artifacts and Berber carpet. Pictures of Chaing with various
celebrities and politicians |line the back walls. He gets up
and greets them

CHAI NG
Sergeant. Good to see you. Drinks?
Pl ease.
CHANDAR
No thanks. W' re on duty.
CHAI NG
Still...I want to thank you...l..it

was just such a shock.

CHANDAR
Coul d happen to anybody.

CHAI NG
Ever happen to you?

CHANDAR
No.

He's a littl e shaken.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Well? Wiy dont' you run through it.



CHAI NG
There's not much | can tell you. W
were just talking. Al of a sudden
she stopped in m dsentence and junped
in her seat. | thought she got a
big jolt of static electricity or
sonet hing. Then she fell forward,
t here was bl ood. ..

CHANDAR
What were you doing in the donme?

CHAI NG
Waiting for soneone..

MOLLOY
Vel | ?

Chai ng takes a deep breath.

CHAI NG
Me-1i Costello.

He makes a gesture. A holo picture of a young | unar
appears. Mol | oy does a take.

MOLLOY
Me-1i Costello? The daughter of
Represent ati ve Costell 0?

CHAI NG
Yes. She was going to neet ne.
Finally. W were gonna go out on a

dat e.
MOLLOY

You're dating Ms. Costello.
CHAI NG

Trying to. She's uh...hesitant.
Thi s woul d have been the first.

MOLLOY
You were there for how | ong?

CHAI NG
More than an hour. She was unsure
exactly when she could get away from
her parents. | don't ...think they
approve. She rented a seat there so
I'd wait for her.

CHANDAR
Me-1i rented the chair?

34.
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CHAI NG
Yes. Look, what difference does it
make?

CHANDAR
Coul d be the drone was neant for
you.

CHAI NG
Me? VWhy? | thought it was sone
ki nd of acci dent!

MOLLOY
Know anyone who'd want to kill you?
CHAI NG
Me? No. ... Wen you' re fanous,
you're a target for a lot of things.
But kill nme? | don't think so. [I'm

not that inportant.

CHANDAR
You've had trouble in the past?

CHAI NG
Wen | was a kid some of the other
ki ds woul d beat up on ne. Jeal ous
of the attention | got, | guess. It
got so bad they had to take ne out
of school and hire private tutors.

CHANDAR
And | ately.

CHAI NG
Oh, the usual cranks. Nothing out
of the ordinary.

MOLLOY
What about Costell o? Her father.
Runor has it you're running agai nst
himin the next el ection.

CHAI NG
That' s anot her probl em bei ng fanous.
Everybody tells stories behind your
back. | stopped paying attention to
the runors | ong ago.

CHANDAR
You running for office?

CHAI NG
No. And if | was, | wouldn't run
against him [|I'minterested in his

daughter, not his politics.

35.
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MOLLOY
You call her, set up the date?
CHAI NG
No. She called ne.
MOLLOY
VWhat tinme?
CHAI NG
Early this norning.
CHANDAR
What exactly did she say?
CHAI NG
It wasn't her. It was autonated.

Just the tinme and place...we were to
nmeet...and the ticket for the seat.

CHANDAR
Who knew. .. about you and Me-1i?

CHAI NG
No one. There wasn't nuch to know.
She never showed nuch interest before.

MOLLOY
We need to check the call | ogs.

CHAI NG
You think I'm|lying?

MOLLOY
No. We know you received the call.
We just aren't certain she sent it.

He gets up.
CHANDAR
Got her ID track handy?
CHAI NG
She'd never give it to ne. | didn't
press. |Is that all?
CHANDAR
W'l l be in touch.
CHAI NG
You think that's was it? Soneone
tried to kill ne?
CHANDAR

We don't know. It's an open
investigation. Could just be an
accident. Act of God.



CHAI NG
VWhat should | do?

CHANDAR
What you're supposed to do on the
surface...stay alert.

EXT. / INT. LAVATUBE CITY - TRANQUI LI TY MALL
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Crowd of people shop, stroll. They walk up to a food court,

an exotic reproduction of a Hawaiian beach in Hol o 3D.

beauti ful young wonman sits alone at the bar.

CHANDAR
Me-1i Costello?

ME- LI
Yes?

CHANDAR
"' m Sergeant Kiri Chandar, Space
Guard.

ME- LI
Yes?

CHANDAR
" m conducting an investigation into
the death of a tourist. | need to
ask you sone questions.

ME- LI
Me?  WWhy?

CHANDAR

Were you planning to neet Dov Chaing
in the Skim Cbservatory today?

ME- LI
Dov Chaing, No. Wy?

CHANDAR
You didn't rent a chair for himto
wait for you?

VE- LI
No.
CHANDAR
I"'ma little confused..
VE- LI
You sure are. | want nothing to do

wi th Dov Chai ng.

A
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MOLLOY
Seens like a nice guy. R ch and
famous, too.

VE- LI
That's the problem |'ve net him
once or twice. He's nice enough.
It's nothing personal. [t never
will be. | told himseveral tines.
You go out with him suddenly you
get every personal detail of your
life in the tabl oids back on earth
No way am | gonna open nyself up to
t hat kind of abuse.

MOLLOY
And your father?
MVE- LI
My father, what? |[|'m sure he never

even heard of Dov Chaing. Certainly
not from ne.

A beat. He watches her. Of to the side Molloy is intently
scanning Me-11's face for tells. Chandar slips a gl ance.
Mol | oy shakes a subtle "No."

CHANDAR
Thanks for your tinme. If...we need
you?

ME- LI
"1l be right here. 1'mnot going

anywhere, w th anyone.
She turns away.
| NT. MALL - TRAVELI NG - CHANDAR, MOLLOY

MOLLOY
According to the tel ephone | ogs Chaing
did receive the call just after eight
this morning. It wasn't from
Tranquility Cty. The call cane
froma stolen cell... It's been | ooped
back and forth through cislunar space.

CHANDAR
What's your gut tell you?

MOLLOY
| have a gut? Fabul ous. Wen did
you buy ne that?

CHANDAR
The data, then.



MOLLOY
It tastes netallic, technical. The
flavor's industrial.

CHANDAR
| f you had to guess...

MOLLOY
To guess is human. To know, divine.

CHANDAR
| ndul ge ne. The flavor.

MOLLOY
Adr enal i ne.

| NT. SAGAN CI TY MOON SKI M - MAI NTENANCE HANGAR - LATER
The Tech is chonping |unch. He |ooks up to find Chandar.

TECH
You agai n.
CHANDAR
You' re not surprised.
TECH
"' ma businessman. Trying to run a
business. | don't need nore

authorities, or nore regul ations.

CHANDAR
Or guestions?

A beat. A defeat.

TECH
... Aw sure. Ask away.

CHANDAR
You said your suits were clean.
| nsi de and out.

TECH
| said they start that way. Depends
on the tourist.

CHANDAR
Cl ean magnetically?

TECH
What ?

CHANDAR

You put a charge on them



TECH
Sure, to keep them from bangi ng
t oget her...you know what they cost?
And also, its a last failsafe from
tying the Luna low altitude record...
i npacting the ground.

CHANDAR
The suits, they' ve got full con?

TECH
The best there is. Skimmers |ike
sending pix of their skimto the
fol k back hone, to the networks, the
tabloids, a girl...And the insurers
insist onit.

CHANDAR
And when they're bl ocked by the nass
of the noon.

TECH

Rel ay sats 20 through 31. Hi gh band.
CHANDAR

G eat! Thanks!
TECH

That's it?
CHANDAR

That's all | need for now. Thanks.
TECH

Stop by anytine. | get |onely.

| NT. EXTREME SPORT BASE - TRAVELI NG

MOLLOY
You were right.

CHANDAR
Happens now and then. A call bouncing
around the highband relay sats woul d
pick up a flavor...industrial...as
you say, netallic. And skimmng's
t he other name for adrenaline.

MOLLOY
The call was bait to get Chaing to
cone to the done and sit in a
particul ar chair. Sonmebody who knew
him Sonmeone who knew Me-Li would
be the right bait?

QUAAL APPEARS I N HOLO



Suddenl vy,
at a | ope.

QUAAL
Her father would be in a position to
know.

CHANDAR
Oh, hi, chief. That's why he's out.

QUAAL
| don't foll ow He had noti ve.

CHANDAR
Yeabh. It connects all the dots.

QUAAL
Yeah, nice and tidy. | love it.

CHANDAR
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Yeah, you're neant to. Assunme Chaing

stayed seated. It elimnates Chaing
And connects her father. And his
party. A political assassination. A
big story. The bullet stayed intact
W were nmeant to find it. And start
an investigation. But assumng it
went of f as planned... Gorbachevski
was also in the done. And through
her suspicion would have fallen on
Hammer's party...as it has. Another
big story.

QUAAL
But how s that help anybody. Both
parties are under suspicion. Wth
t he referendum com ng up..

CHANDAR
Yeah... a big story. Mirder on the
Moon. Moon birth. Mon | ndependenc

Chandar, stops, turns takes off for

QUAAL

Where you goi ng, |nspector.
CHANDAR

Sergeant, boss. | like being a

Sergeant. God doesn't play dice
with the universe. W do. The thin
about a nmurder is, no matter how
conplicated, you start planning it
at sone particular point in tine.
And you start covering up, planting
your alibi, maybe planning to
inplicate others to throw us off.

He reaches his craft, hops in, powers up.

e.

hi s nooncr af t

g
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CHANDAR ( CONT' D)

Before that you are leaving clues to
your future actions, and those cl ues
are in the records, those you can't
mani pul ate... It cones down to
notive. Hammer doesn't benefit.
Chai ng was com ng down on his side
of the issue. For himit's a |oss,
add the inplication of his relative.

He starts programm ng the cruisers nav conputer.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
For Costello, the elimnation of
Chaing would be a win, except for
the inplication of his daughter and
the cloud on his candidacy... Not to
mention the effect on tourism..

QUAAL

So, who would benefit fromall this?
CHANDAR

G me an hour. | gotta work this

t hr ough.
The Cruiser lifts, swings toward The Sea of Dreans...
EXT. MOON SURFACE - AERI AL AT ALTI TUDE

The cruiser accelerates and lifts until we can see the great
Mares, the seas of the noon. G ant inpact craters filled

with ava and noon dust. W kick it higher, over the

Term nator, the |ine between day and night...and sw ngs around
the far side of the nobon. Chandar starts flipping swtches.

MOLLOY
Your headi ng?

CHANDAR
The Far Side Main Driver.

MOLLOY
Yoshi's job site?

CHANDAR
Yeah, G mre a midair energency.
Don't want to spook him

Kiri throws switches. The cruiser's nunber three engine
flames out, it yaws, then, nunber four starts to stutter.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Ah, this is Space@uard Unit 703.
We, um we have a probl em
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COM
This is Oiental Control, we have
you. What is the nature of your
ener gency?

CHANDAR
Un 703, |ost one engine...losing a
second.

CoMm

You're cleared straight in. Strip
36, Hangar 3. Here's the data.

CHANDAR
Thank you, Oriental. On approach.
(to noll oy)
Go, short sone wires, nake it | ook
good. But let themfix it in an
hour. W have to be sonewhere.

I NT. MAIN DRI VER - HANGAR - SECURITY -- CONTI NUOUS

Kiri steps out, wal ks up to an approaching officer.

CHANDAR
Where's your Guard HQ.
cov
Is there a probl en?
CHANDAR
No, just checking in wwth an old

friend.

He click. A path lights, indicates a corridor. Kiri walks
off, turns a corner and takes an air draft up to the done.

I NT. MASS DRI VER SECURI TY OFFI CE

From t he done, you can see the surface, the |unar plane.
The outpost habitats in the distance and the accel erator
frame, spewing balls like jets off an aircraft carrier.

The officer of the deck is a veteran, a retread, fromthe
| ook of his anmbul atory exo-skeleton. H's ID says Major GII.
He grins.

G LL
Sergeant Chandar. Have we net?

CHANDAR
Not actually. But it's nice to do
so. W've got an interest in a kinda
skittish fell ow

A LL
Pl eased to hel p.



CHANDAR
What are you shooting?

A LL
Mai nly mass to the space col ony.
Now and then a sat |aunch or sonething
down to LEO

CHANDAR
Anything to earthside?

G LL
Not this unit. W're strictly heavy
[ifting. Conpacted rego. Titanium
iron, alloys.. Takes a lotta mass to
build a station. But you didn't
cone here to tal k about that.

CHANDAR
One of your techs. Evan Yoshi.

A LL
Good Man. Not in trouble | hope.

CHANDAR
No. Wtness to an incident, an
accident over in Tranquility.

G LL

H s record here is fl aw ess.
CHARDAR

A top tech?
G LL

One of our best. But you already
know that. You' ve hacked the dat a.

CHANDAR
It's the human thing. Anything you'd
noti ce.

A LL
He's young, he's good. He nakes a
| ot of noney. He spends it freely,
nostly extrene sports.

CHANDAR
Yeah, skimm ng.

G LL
That's one thing I don't understand.

CHANDAR
Yeah. Just how good is he?

44.
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G LL
O bital Mechanics, he's one of the
best .

Chandar turns to |look at the pallets stream ng off the ranp.

CHANDAR
Do they have to be spherical ?

G LL
No, but it helps wth the ballistics,
center of mass and all that.

CHANDAR
Ch, um yeah...
(Turns away. A beat.
Tur ns back.)
Yoshi...he's one of the first natural
born lunans, did you know that?

G LL
Yeah, sure. Everybody knows that.
Makes hi msort of fanpus, doesn't
it.

CHANDAR

Yeah, sort of... himand Dov Chaing.
G LL

Well, Dov's really fanous.
CHANDAR

He ever nention that, Yoshi?

G LL
Doesn't nmuch have to. Gets ridden
on that quite a lot.

CHANDAR
Real | y.
G LL
Yeah, |ike Buzz Aldrin. Forever the

second man on the noon.
Chandar's wist alarmrings. He glances at it.

CHANDAR
Well, looks like it's fixed. GCotta
go. Thanks a | ot.

G LL
Ch, stop by anytine Sergeant. GCets
ki nda boring out here.

CHANDAR
Mnd if I...
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He indicates the quick chute.

A LL
No, by all neans. Be ny guest.

Kiri drops into the chute, it whisks himthrough the bowels
of the building right to the open cockpit of his cruiser.

CHANDAR
Mol | oy, what cha been doi ng?

She appears in the copilot seat.

MOLLOY
I"mall over Yoshi. The mass of the
drone and the telemetry on skim
CHARDAR
And get me Quaal. | better bring

hi mup on this.
They rocket off and away.
| NT. POLI CE | NTERROGATI ON ROOM

Chandar waits, looking at a holo of the view from police HQ
The door opens, the holo fades to bare walls. He turns.

Yoshi is ecorted in by a unifornmed guard who di sappears. He,
sees the carrier drone lying on the table. Hi s expression
is blank. He sits.

YCSHI
VWhat's this all about? | thought we
wer e done.

CHANDAR

Coupl e of things we need to clear

up. Maybe you can help us, being an
orbital tech and all. W're not
quite up on all this.

Chandar picks up the drone and plays with it. Ml oy appears.

MOLLOY
W elimnated the sats and the space
station...the other things in the
right orbital plane... you know
Sherl ock Hol nes, you elimnate the
i npossi ble and you're left with the
i nprobabl e. . ..

CHANDAR
See, here's the theory... Shortly
after a skinmrer nmekes his orbita
burn, he pulls a carrier drone |ike
( MORE)



CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
this one froma suit pocket. He
lets it go. The drones' engine
maneuvers it onto a course that would
pass through the head of whoever was
sitting in the observation done...
the victi mwould have to be in that
chair. Unfortunately the intended
victimgave up his chair to a tourist.

Yoshi crosses his arns, indifferent.

YOSHI
An interesting theory, that. Any
pr oof ?

CHANDAR

The nessage sent to lure Chaing to
t he done was fake.

YOSHI
VWho sent it?

CHANDAR
It went on too many | oops to know.

Yoshi just stares bl ankly.

MOLLOY
There's sonething el se. The
maneuveri ng pack keeps a precise
record of the tine and duration of
each burn it makes, the burn that
takes you into skimorbit, the one
that takes you out of it. You'd
expect the latter burn to be slightly
| ess, since you expel sone fuel mass
during the first burn.

CHANDAR
And if a skimrer fired a drone,
there'd have to be a gun, and the
delta Vinvolved in the firing. A
reaction that would be picked up by
the sensors. Even if the skinmer
just released it, But in your case
the nunbers don't match. Your Mass
when finished the skimwas |ess only
t he anount of fuel you used. No
addi tional |ost nass.

He holds up the silver carrier drone.
CHANDAR ( CONT' D)

... Not even 200 grans..the mass of a
carrier drone.



Yoshi uncrosses his arns and sits down.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
That's a problemfor us. Cause we
know you resented Dov Chaing. You
are jealous of his celebrity. O
his fame...and easy fortune. Hard
to believe someone would want to
kill a man just because he got nore
toys and attention.

YOSHI
Attention?! Look, | don't |ike
Chaing. He stole ny birthright. |
shoul d be the first baby born on the
moon. Chai ng was supposed to be
second. He would have been, except
hi s not her induced |abor for no
medically justifiable reason. She
gave birth five days ahead of

schedul e.
MOLLOY

Killing Chaing woul dn't change that.
YOSHI

(smles.)

Who said | tried to kill hinP As

you say, | couldn't have done it.
CHANDAR

| said that?

They get up, wal k around the room talking to thensel ves,
seem ng to forget Yoshi's in the room

YOSHI
You could |l ook it up.

He waves a dat achi p.

CHANDAR
Yeah, we did.

He produces his own datachip, puts it in the projector.
shows Yoshi zoom ng toward the donme, hands out, enpty...

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Here's your POV, zoom ng by the done.
And here's what you saw. ..Adam Chai ng,
in the chair, right where he's
supposed to be.

YOSHI
Yeah, so where's the gun?
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He grins, |eans back, feet up on desk. Chandar turns to
Mol | oy, shakes his head. They study the hol o tape.

CHANDAR
He's right. He's got us there.
He's just too dam snmart.
MOLLOY
Yeah, we have a gun that doesn't
wei gh anything. One you can't see.

YOSHI
You said it.
MOLLOY
| did? Let ne run back the data?
CHANDAR
What's a gun do?
MOLLOY
Fires a bullet.
CHANDAR
Accel erates a m ssile.
MOLLOY
Ckay.
CHANDAR
VWhat el se?
MOLLOY

By exploding a charge in a barrel
You can aimit.

CHANDAR
Lots of ways to accel erates things.
O her ways to aimthem

MOLLOY
Can't find a trace of a gun. To
fire a 200 grambullet. Its al
tracked. No record of any gun at

al | .
He sits on the table, staring down at Yoshi.

CHANDAR
Not on this side.

MOLLOY
On The Far Side? That'd be a helluva
shot !



CHANDAR
Everything is tracked, down to a
tiny percentage of error.

MOLLOY
Ri ght .
CHANDAR
How coul d you get a 200 gramerror?
MCOLLOY
An extrenmely big bullet. Big as..
CHANDAR
A noon shot.
MOLLOY
What ?
CHANDAR
They're shooting regolith, iron and
basalt to orbit... to build the Polar

Station. They're shooting an aw ul
ot of it. You shoot several hundred
tons, a 200 neg error is nothing at
all. Way under the threshol d.

MOLLOY
And change the orbit fromCSto
Moonski mm ng... that'd..

CHANDAR
...take every gramof propellant in
the carrier drone. But once you did
it, at that speed, no atnob, no
friction. It would pretty nmuch stay
there in that orbit for weeks or
nmont hs.

MOLLOY
But there's the timng, the accuracy.
There's no way.

CHANDAR
A skimsuit is extrenely accurate.
It has to be. So you fire it |ast
week. Put it into a parking orbit.
A few degrees off, its going to m ss
the whol e Done by neters or mles,
no one wll know. Then you set up
your target. You confirmyour target
and fly formation with your bullet.
You don't even have to touch it...and
change your Delta V. Just the magnetic
influence, to alter it a few degrees
over the next orbit. Newons's Third.
( MORE)
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CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
For each action there is an equal
and opposite reaction. The mssile
will also effect the suit. It's
trajectory....It's delta V. Odinarily
unnoti ceable...way down in the
statistical weeds. Unless you know
what to | ook for.

The holo shows the suit data... The line spikes as a streak
fl ashes by the suit, headed for the done.

CHANDAR ( CONT' D)
Cet up.

YOSHI
What' d you prove? Not hi ng!

CHANDAR
You broke the | aw

YOSHI
VWhat |aw did | break?.

CHANDAR
Newton's third... You created the
wong action, | gotta react. | gotta
hook you up.

YOSHI
"' m saying nothing until | see a
| awyer .

He sl aps plasicuffs on him They bond to his hands.

CHANDAR
Yeah. You've the right to remain
stupid. Anything you say may be
used against you in a court of |aw
| f you give up that right...

I NT. POLI CE HQ - OVERLOOKI NG THE DOVE CI TY

Wal ki ng through the police HQ out onto the |anding where
they can see the whole Done City arrayed below, the CI'S

traffic in landing pattern, and the earth a brilliant blue
gl obe, glowing like a jewel in the star-sprinked sky.
QUAAL
Yoshi ?
CHANDAR
Un huh. ...
QUAAL

But what's the notive?



THEY WALK

Hol d on the Lunar

CHANDAR
Chaing. Sonme kids used to beat him
up. They were were jeal ous of al

the attention. It was in the records.

QUAAL
Ki ndergarten records?

MOLLOY
Yes sir. Funny how they keep al
those records. He didn't think of
goi ng back, having them expunged.

CHANDAR
But then, he hadn't planned, back
t hen...on murder.

QUAAL
What ?!  Yoshi woul d nurder Chaing

for a childhood grudge? That's crazy.

CHANDAR
A crazy notive is still a notive.
He woul d have been the first noon
baby still alive. Al the fuss and

the m xed up politics would have
made him fanobus. He would have
finally gotten all the attention
that Chaing stole fromhim He would
have been the living lunar celebrity.

QUAAL
Absol utely crazy.

CHANDAR
Yeah crazy. But, in a sense he has
regai ned his birthright.

QUAAL
How so?

CHANDAR
Hi story remenbers the first. Yoshi
may not be the first child born on
t he moon but he'll be fanpus forever
...as the first Lunan to conmt
mur der .

OFF
CHANDAR ( CONT' D)

Hey, you think I could get ny
Sergeant's stripes back....?

By Charles Proser.

Colony and Earth in the distance.
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